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and partly, it seems, through genetics. 
Her grandfather served as Social Af-
fairs Minister for the Kingdom of Jor-
dan under King Hussein and was in-
volved in the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations in the 1970s. 

As I mentioned, Reema, like so many 
Americans, including myself, is a child 
of immigrants. Her parents both came 
to the United States as college stu-
dents from Hebron, in the occupied 
West Bank. 

Reema was born in North Carolina 
and grew up in Orange County, CA. She 
graduated from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, earned her law de-
gree from the University of Illinois 
Champaign-Urbana, and we made her 
an honorary daughter of the land of 
Lincoln. She also is a Truman National 
Security fellow; a New Leaders Council 
fellow; an Aspen Socrates alumnus; a 
former term-member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations; and a member of 
the Jenkins Hill Society, a consortium 
of women in politics supporting women 
politicians. 

Reema loves the Senate, and she 
loves the challenge of this great Cham-
ber. She loves to give tours in this 
Chamber to those who want to know 
the procedure and the history of this 
beautiful room in American history 
and the Capitol of our Nation. She 
cares about the people who protect and 
preserve this building, including the 
maintenance people, cafeteria workers, 
and everyone who works here. 

Even after so many years of climbing 
the marble staircase from the Senate 
floor to my office, she and I remain in 
awe of those time-worn steps, the 
colorful Minton tiles that brighten the 
Senate floors, and the majestic 
Brumidi frescos that adorn the walls. 

During the recent siege of the Cap-
itol, Reema worried for the safety of 
Senators and their staff, police offi-
cers, and troops who were defending 
this building, but she also worried 
about the priceless paintings, statues, 
and other historical treasures that had 
been passed down from one generation 
to the next as part of our national leg-
acy. 

Most of all, I know that Reema re-
veres the Senate as the place where 
men and women representing all of the 
people and all of the competing inter-
ests of the United States can reason 
and work together for the common 
good of our Nation. 

In her personal inscription to her 
book on the Senate, Reema thanked 
me for taking a chance on folks with 
only dreams and no connections. 

Well, Reema, tomorrow when you 
join the staff of the President of the 
United States, Joe Biden, you will have 
the best connections in Washington, 
and I know that you will use whatever 
opportunity presents itself on this new 
assignment to bridge the gaps in Amer-
ica and bring together the people of 
this country in a better, more caring 
nation. 

I will forever be grateful for your 
many years of brilliant, loyal service, 
and I wish you the best. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WICKER). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER BRIAN 
SICKNICK 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, in the 
Christian faith, there is a saying: 
‘‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.’’ I rise today to talk about 
that kind of sacrifice, that kind of 
love, and ultimately that tragedy in 
the death of a man who is a hero. 

Officer Brian David Sicknick was 
many things. He was a loving son to his 
parents, Gladys and Charles Sicknick; 
a loving brother to Ken and Craig 
Sicknick; and a loving partner of 11 
years to Sandra Garza. He loved his 
two dachshunds, Sparky and Pebbles, 
and he took great care of them. 

Many of us got to know Officer 
Sicknick because he served in the Cap-
itol Police Department. He was some-
one who loved his job and understood 
that every day when you put on that 
uniform, when you come to the Capitol 
of the greatest power on the planet, the 
United States of America, that wearing 
that uniform, wearing that badge, you 
had a sacred duty to protect this sa-
cred space. 

I am proud to say that Officer 
Sicknick was a Jersey guy through and 
through. He was born in New Bruns-
wick, NJ, raised in South River, and he 
lived a life committed to the greatest 
calling you can have, which is to serve 
others, to protect others, to defend not 
just your Nation but her citizens. He 
was a member of the New Jersey Air 
National Guard. He loved his country. 
And I am proud to say he loved Jersey 
too. He was a New Jersey Devils fan. 
He proudly, in his work and commit-
ment, served his country in the 108th 
Security Forces Squadron in Saudi 
Arabia and Kyrgyzstan. 

Officer Sicknick was a reliable and 
cherished colleague. If you talk to 
those who knew him, they knew that 
he was a man of honor and decency and 
kindness. They knew he loved this job. 
He loved being a Capitol Police officer. 
He loved serving this Nation. He loved 
helping people. He loved his work. 

That love is evident in so many sto-
ries shared by his family and friends, 
people who, in this time of painful 
grief, are still celebrating the life he 
lived even though it was cut short by 
hate. People speak to his character and 
the qualities, the values that made him 
so special. He was kind. He was pa-
tient. Like many of those who rise in 
their service to this country, he was 
humble. And he was selfless. 

You talk to people who knew him 
really well, and they remember him as 

the kind of officer who would go out of 
his way, not just in his service to those 
of us who frequent the Capitol but to 
make sure that his colleagues, his fel-
low Capitol Police officers, were also 
doing OK. He was not just a leader; he 
was a servant. And they remember him 
living with that sense of honor and 
that sense of duty. They remember him 
as the kind of person who would stand 
courageously in the face of a colleague, 
who would sacrifice for them, who be-
lieved that service meant commitment, 
meant bringing your grit and your guts 
and your love. And that is what he did. 

On January 6, 2021, when a violent 
mob attacked this Capitol, Officer 
Sicknick stood for America. He stood 
for this Capitol and all of its inhab-
itants. He was steadfast. He was coura-
geous. He stood in the breach to pro-
tect the lives of the Members of this 
body, their staffs, personnel. He faced 
down terrorist attackers and sacrificed 
himself, his own safety, his own secu-
rity, and ultimately his life in the 
name of love of country and of the 
countrymen and—women. 

Officer Sicknick is the very defini-
tion of a hero, and he deserves to be re-
membered for the richness of his life, 
the way that he loved, and the devo-
tion that he gave this Nation. That he 
is no longer with us today is a grievous 
tragedy, and it is also a crime. This 
great man was murdered. This crime 
demands the full attention of Federal 
law enforcement officials. Anyone who 
still harbors doubt about what hap-
pened here on January 6 should think 
of him. 

On January 6, when extremists, when 
terrorists, when White supremacists 
attacked our Nation’s Capitol, they 
took the life of one of our officers. 
They spilled his blood. They took a son 
away from his parents. They took a 
sibling away from his brothers. They 
committed this treachery while waving 
flags, claiming solidarity—some of 
them—with law enforcement, but it 
was hate—it was hate; it was hate— 
that brought terror to our Capitol and 
the death of one of our sons. 

So many of the words that led up to 
that day, the lies that were told, the 
incitement and the encouragement, 
came from the highest office of our 
land to dotted members of authority 
across our country—these collective 
actions that led to the moment, the 
terrorists who are directly responsible 
as well. 

In the aftermath, a hero, a Capitol 
Police officer, is dead— a champion, a 
hero. This is a senseless tragedy, an 
awful crime. I am not alone when I say 
to Officer Sicknick’s family and loved 
ones that we—that I vow to hold those 
responsible for this heinous crime ac-
countable. 

We must honor Officer Sicknick’s 
heroism and sacrifice not just with our 
words but by what we do here in the 
coming days, what we do as a nation, 
how we all take responsibility in the 
aftermath of a horrific moment. 
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Officer Sicknick died for this coun-

try. He did not die in vain. We, the liv-
ing, must—must—continue with his 
level of courage as we tell the truth, as 
we hold others responsible and for ac-
count, as we try to live in the spirit 
that he lived: with humility, honor, 
courage, kindness, love, decency. 

May Officer Brian Sicknick always 
be remembered for his service to the 
country he loved, and may we rise to 
his example and honor him. All those 
who have fallen in defense of this Na-
tion, may we honor them in how we 
live for this country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
(Mrs. CAPITO assumed the Chair.) 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN.) Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

HONORING SECURITY DETAIL AND 
CAPITOL POLICE OFFICERS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
as the most senior Republican Senator 
in the Republican majority, I have had 
the privilege to serve as Senate Presi-
dent pro tempore in the 116th Congress. 
The last time a Senator from Iowa 
served in this constitutional office was 
100 years ago. For the last 2 years, it 
has been my great honor each day to 
open the business of the Senate, wel-
come Chaplain Barry C. Black to lead 
us in opening prayer and recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance with my col-
leagues and staff. It was a distinct 
honor to enroll bills with my signature 
before they left Capitol Hill for the 
President’s desk to be signed into law. 

Today, I pay tribute to a group of 
selfless professionals who was assigned 
to serve as my security detail. As this 
body knows, the President pro tempore 
serves in the Presidential line of suc-
cession and receives 24-hour protection. 
Now, as most Americans might imag-
ine, it took some time to get accus-
tomed to having a security detail fol-
lowing my every step, around the 
clock, 365 days a year. These dedicated 
professionals made the transition as 
seamless as possible. They served with 
integrity, discretion, and profes-
sionalism. Some of them might not 
have known the journey in store when 
they embarked 2 years ago on this as-
signment. By journey, I refer of course 
to my heavy travel schedule. For start-
ers, I return nearly every weekend to 
Iowa and whenever the Senate is not in 
session. And lest anyone imagine there 
is a nonstop commercial flight between 
the Nation’s Capital and my farm in 
Butler County, I will disabuse anyone 
of that fairy tale. 

Agents on my security detail became 
frequent fliers and intimately familiar 
with the map of Iowa. My work sched-

ule includes my annual 99 county meet-
ings across the State. Last year, I fin-
ished my 40th consecutive year holding 
meetings with Iowans in courthouses, 
schools, factory floors, hospitals, and 
service clubs. Typically, Iowa weather 
adds a bit of uncertainty to the sched-
ule. Last year, the pandemic opened a 
whole new can of worms. I want to 
thank my security detail for doing an 
exceptional job these past 2 years. I 
can confirm none of the agents in-
dulges in a treat from Dairy Queen as 
much as I do. 

My security detail also learned on 
day one of their assignment that I am 
an early bird. I like to wake up early 
and get my morning jog in before the 
sun crests the horizon. They learned 
every step of my route in northern Vir-
ginia and the country gravel roads in 
Butler County, IA. The agents showed 
an exemplary work ethic and respect 
for punctuality which, as my staff and 
many Iowans who attend my meetings 
know, is very important to me. I don’t 
like to waste time or money, especially 
on the taxpayer dime. 

Today, I salute the following mem-
bers of the U.S. Capitol Police Dig-
nitary Protection Division: Super-
visory Agent David Rib, Agent Eric 
Boggs, Agent Shane Powell, Agent 
John Brito, Agent Eric Love, Agent 
Zachary Madera, Agent Daniel Mur-
phy, Agent Arnold Pierre, Agent Luis 
Pimentel, Agent Ryan Rayball, Agent 
Zachary Samson, Agent John Whittle, 
Agent Joseph Larue, Agent Justin God-
frey, Agent Michael Bell, Agent Caleb 
Horton, Agent Muhammed Khan, 
Agent Tobey Murray, Agent Robert 
Schultz, Agent Travis Scott, Agent 
Richard Dahl, Agent Brandon Exum, 
Agent Carlos Fonseca, Agent Louis 
Mannella, Agent Brooke Littlewood, 
Agent Nicholas Koffarnus, Agent 
Wayland Massengill, Agent Jesse Cole, 
Agent Todd Sindelar, Agent Cory 
Flere, Agent Gabriel Santos-Muniz, 
and Agent Nicholas Wirth. 

Barbara and I enjoyed teaching some 
of the agents about agriculture at the 
Iowa State Fair. Together, we rooted 
for UNI Panthers wrestling, basketball, 
and volleyball on many occasions. 
Many of them became fond of Iowa. 
They discovered the meaning of ‘‘Iowa 
Nice.’’ Iowa will welcome you back 
anytime for a visit. 

Barbara and I have enjoyed getting 
to know you and for giving the full 
measure of devotion to your job to 
keep me safe and sound. The Capitol 
riots on January 6 revealed how seri-
ously you take your oaths of office and 
I sincerely thank you for putting your-
selves in harm’s way on my behalf. We 
wish you and your families all the best 
in the years ahead. 

Speaking about the violent attacks 
that took place in the U.S. Capitol, on 
the 6th of January, I also extend my 
appreciation to the legion of Capitol 
Police officers who protect this sacred 
civic space. They put their lives on the 
line every day to put the safety of oth-
ers before their own. They keep watch 

over 535 members of Congress, the 
thousands of staffers who serve the 
American people here in the legislative 
branch, and the millions of people and 
youth groups who come every year to 
visit the U.S. Capitol. The riots serve 
as a stark reminder never to take law 
enforcement for granted. We mourn the 
loss of two Capitol Police officers—Of-
ficer Brian D. Sicknick and Officer 
Howard Liebengood—who lost their 
lives this month. Barbara and I con-
tinue to pray for them and the loved 
ones they leave behind. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the 
reporting requirements of Section 
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, as amended, we are forwarding 
herewith Transmittal No. 20–65 con-
cerning the Air Force’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the 
Government of Egypt for defense arti-
cles and services estimated to cost $65.6 
million. After this letter is delivered to 
your office, we plan to issue a news re-
lease to notify the public of this pro-
posed sale. 

HEIDI H. GRANT, 
Director. 

Enclosures. 
TRANSMITTAL NO. 20–65 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Egypt. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major-Defense Equipment * $56.8 million. 
Other $ 8.8 million. 
Total $65.6 milllon. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twenty (20) AN/AAQ-33 Sniper Advanced 

Targeting Pods (ATPs). 
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